206

" Verily those who disbelieve our signs we will surely broil
in the fire : as often as their skins shall be burned we will
give them other skins, that they may taste the torment." (iv.
59.)



"Whoever folio weth any religion but Islam it shall not
be accepted, and in the next world he shall be of those who
perish.

With abrogation may be classed the Prophet's express ex-
emption from the law which he binds upon his followers, which
would be considered a large indulgence if we did not know that
the Arabs, before his time, were under no restrictions. Four
wives is understood to be the allowed number, but it is ex-
pressly said in the Koran that it is his peculiar privilege
to marry as many as he pleases, above the rest of the true
believers (xxxni. 49) ; and he appears, from good authority,
to have had at least twenty-one. To us these facts speak for
themselves. We are only astonished that they did not break the
charm in his lifetime, and that even now they do not diminish
the reverence or shake the faith of his followers.

Mohammed, as the seal of the Prophets, claims, both for
himself and his message, a superiority which he is unable to
substantiate. An impartial observer, one who is neither
Christian nor Moslem, must allow his inferiority even to
Moses, a man like himself; and though the Koran rejects the
divinity of Christ, yet it raises him above humanity, and thereby
renders his subordination absurd and untenable. If we ask
in what respects the Koran excels the Gospel we can get no
satisfactory reply. It is nothing but an authoritative republi-
cation of the religion of nature, the revelation of one God, the